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CITY OF LAURINBURG 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

DECEMBER 22, 2015 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

303 WEST CHURCH ST. 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Minutes 

 

The City Council of the City of Laurinburg held its regular meeting on Tuesday, December 22, 

2015 in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building at 7:00 p.m. with the Honorable 

Thomas W. Parker III, Mayor, presiding.  The following Councilmembers were present:  Mary 

Jo Adams, Dolores A. Hammond, Curtis B. Leak, Andrew G. Williamson, Jr. and J.D. Willis. 

 

Also present were Charles D. Nichols III, City Manager; Jennifer A. Tippett, City Clerk; and 

William P. Floyd, Jr., City Attorney. 

 

Mayor Parker called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Councilmember Leak requested a moment of silence and he then led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mayor Parker explained that the City Clerk received an email from Mayor-Elect Block which 

stated that he was unable to be installed this morning; therefore, as required by the North 

Carolina General Statutes, he would continue to serve as Mayor until Mayor-Elect Block could 

be sworn in.  He added that Mayor-Elect Block indicated that he would be sworn in within the 

next two (2) weeks. 

 

Mayor Parker recognized Ms. Stephanie Sellers, new Human Resources Assistant. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Mayor Parker explained that the agenda needed to be amended as follows:  after Public 

Comment, add Recognition; remove the two items under Appointments, Items 9 and 10; and 

after the closed session, add an item, Consider Amending Water/Sewer Rates for FCC (North 

Carolina) LTD.   

 

Motion was made by Councilmember Adams, seconded by Councilmember Leak, and 

unanimously carried to approve the agenda as amended. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 

There was no one present to speak. 

 

RECOGNITION  
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Mayor Pro Tem Adams explained that at the December 15, 2015 special meeting/work session, 

Mayor Parker was presented a plaque.  She added that Council wanted to present it again tonight 

since it was so late when this was presented at the December 15, 2015 meeting.  She then 

presented him with the following: 

 

PRESENTED IN RECOGNITION AND SINCERE APPRECIATION TO 

 

THOMAS W. PARKER III 

 

MAYOR 

NOVEMBER 2011 - DECEMBER 2015 

 

COUNCILMEMBER 

SEPTEMBER 2002 – NOVEMBER 2011 

 

 

In special tribute to Thomas W. Parker III for his dedicated efforts to improve 

collaboration in the community, to improve the economic situation and to provide a better 

quality of life for all citizens.  During his 13 years in office, he gave unselfishly of his time and 

talents, always striving to see that the operation of the City was in the best interest of the public 

and that each citizen was treated fairly and that everything was done properly.  He was a Mayor 

and Councilmember who loved Laurinburg and was totally dedicated to this community and 

making it better.  He was the epitome of a true public servant. 

 

Presented this the 15th day of December, 2015 by the Laurinburg City Council. 

 

 

Mary Jo Adams      Dolores A. Hammond 

Mayor Pro Tem      Councilmember 

 

Curtis B. Leak       Andrew G. Williamson, Jr.  

Councilmember      Councilmember 

 

J. D. Willis 

Councilmember 

 

Mayor Parker thanked the public, Council and City staff for their support over the past 13 years 

of his service as a Councilmember and as Mayor.  He added that it had been a joy to work with 

the citizens of Laurinburg to make it a better place.  He further added that Laurinburg is his 

home, he will always be a supporter of the City, and is here to provide any assistance to make 

Laurinburg a better place.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

The City Manager presented the Consent Agenda as follows: 
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 a)  Consider minutes of October 20, 2015 regular meeting and November 10, 2015 

special meeting/work session 

b)  Consider Ordinance No. O-2015-17 amending FY 2015-2016 Budget Appropriation 

Ordinance (Ordinance No. O-2015-09) by accepting donation of $664.12 into the General 

Fund-Appropriated Fund Balance and then transfer into Police Department-Citizens On 

Patrol 

c)  Consider Ordinance No. O-2015-18 amending FY 2015-2016 Budget Appropriation 

Ordinance (Ordinance No. O-2015-09) to reflect receipt of $219,535.00 for Revised 

Interconnection Agreement between the City of Laurinburg and Laurinburg Farm, LLC 

into Electric Operations-Miscellaneous Revenue and to reflect same amount in Electric 

Operations-Miscellaneous Expense 

d)  Consider Ordinance No. O-2015-19 amending Ordinance No. O-2000-04 to update 

the Electric Service Regulations 

e)  Consider authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Contracts for Fire 

Protection with Scotland County for the Scotland County Central Fire District and the 

Scotland County South Fire District (2 contracts) 

 

Councilmember Leak moved to approve the Consent Agenda provided that the documents 

requiring the Mayor’s signature were amended to reflect Thomas W. Parker III as Mayor.    

Councilmember Adams seconded the motion, and it was approved by the following vote: 

 

Ayes:  Leak, Adams, Willis, Williamson, Hammond 

Nays:  None 

 

DELEGATION 

 

JERRY JACOBS AND HAROLD SMITH 

 

Mr. Jerry Jacobs appeared before Council and explained that he and his partner, Mr. Harold 

Smith, appeared at last month’s meeting requesting that funds be put back into the budget to add 

sewer service to the Town & Country Mobile Home Park.  He added that it was his 

understanding that the funds were removed from the budget due to issues with the railroad 

company, and that now that said issue had been resolved, he and Mr. Smith were requesting that 

the funds be added back to the budget so that sewer service can be provided to the mobile home 

park. 

 

The City Manager explained that this sewer project was removed from the budget two (2) years 

ago due to the encroachment issue with Omega Rail. 

 

Discussion ensued concerning considering this item for the Fiscal Year 2016-2017 budget. 

 

Upon question by Councilmember Williamson, the City Manager explained that less than 

$60,000.00 was budgeted when it was included in the budget.  He added that at the work session 

last week, Mr. Stacey McQuage, Public Utilities Director, informed Council that the $60,000.00 

amount would still be in line the cost of materials and the labor. 
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Upon question by Councilmember Adams, Mr. Smith explained that there are currently 24 

mobile homes located in the mobile home park with one (1) unoccupied. 

 

Upon question by Councilmember Willis, Mr. Smith explained that all mobile homes would be 

tapped into sewer, but not all at one time.  He added that the park is experiencing septic tank 

problems.  He further added that the sooner the project can be completed, the sooner those 

problems can be resolved.  He explained that anything that would speed up the process such as 

allowing Mr. McQuage to begin clearing for the project, it would be appreciated. 

 

Mr. Jacobs explained that in the past month, they had spent $600.00 pumping septic tanks.  He 

added that the septic tanks cannot be repaired. 

 

Upon question by Mayor Parker, Mr. Jacobs explained that there is a potential to develop 10 

additional lots if sewer were available.   

 

Upon question by Councilmember Hammond, Mr. Jacobs explained that there was a master 

meter existing at the mobile home park and none of the mobile homes are individually metered.  

He added that individually metering is something to be considered in the future. 

 

Further discussion ensued concerning the project.  The City Manager explained that there had 

been discussion among staff to possibly split the project between two (2) budget years if 

possible.  He added that the sewer line runs from the back of the park and taps into Leith Creek 

with a wooded area in between.  He further added that the timber would need to be cleared at no 

cost to the City other than labor costs. 

 

Councilmember Adams requested potential revenue information on the mobile home park. 

 

Mayor Parker explained that staff would present additional information to Council, and the City 

Manager would get in touch with Mr. Jacobs and Mr. Smith. 

 

CITY MANAGER REPORTS 

 

CONSIDER AUTHORIZING CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE OPEN ACCESS FIBER 

STRATEGY NOTICE TO PROCEED WITH ECC TECHNOLOGIES 

 

Mr. Joe Starks, President of ECC Technologies, explained that his company would like to work 

with the City’s existing broadband infrastructure to develop fiber initiatives.  He presented a 

brief history of the company.  He and Ms. Jammie Starks presented a PowerPoint with highlights 

as follows: 

 

 The City’s broadband has great potential and is a great asset that can be used for revenue 

and for economic development recruitment.  

 The broadband can enhance the community with projects such as FirstNet and digital 

textbooks for school children. 
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 The City’s connection with Microelectronics Center of North Carolina (MCNC) fiber is 

important as someone connected to the City’s broadband would have the same access to 

broadband as anywhere in the world. 

 The Scope of Work includes reviewing routes of the City’s fiber and identifying potential 

customers and fiber extension opportunities. 

 The Marketing Plan involves identifying potential users and developing an operational 

strategy. 

 

Upon question by Councilmember Willis, Mr. Starks explained that the agreement is on a 

performance basis so that ECC Technologies receives a commission upon the sale of the City’s 

fiber. 

 

The City Manager explained that the initial cost is $19,000.00 which was budgeted in the Fiber 

Contracted Services line item. 

 

Motion was made by Councilmember Williamson, seconded by Councilmember Willis, and 

unanimously carried to authorize the City Manager to execute Open Access Fiber Strategy 

Notice to Proceed with ECC Technologies. 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 

 

Mr. Teddy Warner presented a PowerPoint with the following highlights: 

 

 Working with East Coast Umbrella Factory for new pole flags downtown. 

 Staff is targeting ways to save dollars with building demolitions and general cleanup by 

focusing on homes that are tax foreclosures because the County waives tipping fees and 

also houses that can be used for fire training exercises. 

 Staff is still working with UNCP students for artwork and working with the community 

to plan an Art Festival in the spring.  The original budget for the Art Garden did not 

include grading the lot for potential future uses, thus an additional $13,000.00 is needed. 

 Staff is creating a system of branding for the City, particularly in the downtown area and 

would like to purchase new trash cans and benches for downtown with the branding 

added. 

 

Mr. Warner explained that he was requesting Council consider two (2) budget amendments in 

order to move forward with the Art Garden and purchase of new trash cans for downtown. 

 

Councilmember Willis moved to approve Ordinance No. O-2015-20 amending the FY 2015-

2016 Budget Appropriation Ordinance (Ordinance No. O-2015-09) by transferring $20,000.00 

from Planning Department-Contracted Services to Art Garden-Other Improvements and 

Ordinance No. O-2015-21 amending the FY 2015-2016 Budget Appropriation Ordinance 

(Ordinance No. O-2015-09) by transferring $9,000.00 from Street Department-Other 

Improvements to Community Development-Other Improvements.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Adams, and the vote was as follows: 

 

Ayes:  Willis, Adams, Williamson, Leak, Hammond 
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Nays:  None 

(Ordinances No. O-2015-20 and No. O-2015-21 on file in City Clerk’s office) 

 

Upon question by Councilmember Hammond, Mr. Harold Haywood, General Services Director, 

explained that the proposed trashcans would need to be emptied by hand by the Sanitation crews. 

 

Upon question by Councilmember Adams, Mr. Haywood explained that based upon observation 

of the Sanitation crews, there were some areas downtown where the existing trash cans were not 

being utilized much if at all; therefore he was comfortable with reducing the number of trash 

cans downtown.   

 

Mr. Warner continued with the PowerPoint with highlights as follows: 

 

 Staff is researching purchasing new Christmas decorations for the downtown area to 

replace the aging wreaths.   

 One marketing project he is working on is a partnership with the Chamber, Scotland 

Memorial Hospital, and the Scotland County Tourism Development Authority (TDA) to 

promote Laurinburg with the “On the Road with Cecil” spot on Channel 15 WPDE. 
 

Councilmember Willis suggested including the Scotland County Schools in this endeavor. 

 

 Another marketing project is advertising in the 2016 calendars published by The 

Laurinburg Exchange. 

 The City is in the final stages of a program called Smart Sites through ElectriCities which 

will help the City for potential economic development and industrial recruitment.  He 

added that the main part of this program is a $25,000.00 grant to strictly focus on 

marketing the areas of the City for industrial recruitment and economic development. 
 

ACCEPTANCE OF DONATION OF REAL PROPERTY FROM EXTRA GLENBEND, 

LLC AT SCOTLAND CROSSING SHOPPING CENTER 

 

Mr. Warner explained that the property owners of a 20-acre tract of undeveloped land behind 

Scotland Crossing Shopping Center would like to give the tract of land identified as TX ID 

Parcel 010020A01001 to the City.  He added that most of the land is in a flood zone but could be 

used for green space, with some of the property being used for retail development in the future.  

He further added that the taxes would have to be paid in full before the City would accept the 

property. 

 

Motion was made by Councilmember Willis, seconded by Councilmember Williamson, and 

unanimously carried to accept property known as TX ID Parcel 010020A01001 located in the 

Scotland Crossing Shopping Center from Extra Glenbend, LLC contingent upon payment in full of 

past due and current taxes due to the City of Laurinburg and Scotland County. 

 

Upon question by Councilmember Willis, Mr. Warner explained an engineering firm will conduct a 

feasibility study, at no cost to the City, on the costs of removing the stumps and leveling the land on 

the 30-acre tract of City property along Leith Creek near McDuffie Village. 
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COMMENTS FROM MAYOR AND/OR COUNCILMEMBERS 

 

The City Manager explained that because of the timing of the Thanksgiving and Christmas 

holidays next year, he would like to discuss at a later date with Council moving the November 

and December meetings up a week to accommodate for the holidays. 

 

Councilmember Hammond expressed pride in the Police Department and the Honor Guard.  She 

added that she had recently attended two (2) funerals of retired police officers, and it gave her a 

burst of pride to see the Police Department and Honor Guard in action.  She further added that 

she attended the recent Shop With A Cop Program, and was so proud of the department. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

At 8:11 p.m., Councilmember Adams moved to go into closed session pursuant to NC General 

Statute 143-318.11(a)(3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in 

order to preserve the attorney-client privilege between the attorney and the City and pursuant to 

NC General Statute 143-318.11(a)(6) for the purpose of considering the qualifications, 

competence, performance, character, fitness, conditions of appointment, or conditions of initial 

employment of an individual public officer or employee.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Williamson, and carried unanimously. 

 

At 8:45 p.m., Councilmember Willis moved to adjourn the closed session and resume the open 

meeting.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Hammond, and carried unanimously. 

 

CONSIDER AMENDING WATER AND SEWER RATES FOR FCC NORTH 

CAROLINA, LTD 

 

Motion was made by Councilmember Willis, seconded by Councilmember Hammond, and 

unanimously carried to increase the water rate for FCC (North Carolina), LLC from $.45 to 

$2.42 per thousand gallons in order to recoup some of the City’s construction expenses, and the 

increase will be effective January 1, 2016 for calendar year 2016. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion was made by Councilmember Williamson, seconded by Councilmember Hammond, and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:49 p.m. 

 

 

 

_______________________________  ____________________________________ 

Mary Jo Adams, Mayor Pro Tempore  Jennifer A. Tippett, City Clerk 


